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days, when he saw it probably In the heyday of its celebrity,
"Moreover," he says, "the whole establishment is surrounded by a
brick wall; which encloses the entire convent from without, .One
gate opens into the great college, from which are separated eight
other wails, standing in the middle (of the SahgMrama). The richly
adorned towers, and the fairy-like turrets, like painted hill-tops; are
congregated together. The observatories seem to be lost in the
vapours (of the morning), and the upper rooms tower above the
clouds.
"From the windows one may see how the winds and the clouds
(produce new forms), and above the soaring eaves the conjunctions of
the sun and moon (may be observed),
"And then we may add how the deep, translucent ponds, bear
on their surface the blue lotus, intermingled with Kiemi (Kanaka)
flower, of deep red colour, and at intervals the Amra groves spread
over all, their shade.
"All the outside courts, in which are the priests* chambers,
are of four stages. The stages have dragon-projections and coloured
eaves, the pearl-red pillars, carved and ornamented, the richly adorned
balustrades, and the roofs covered with tiles that reflect the light in
a thousand shades, these things add to the beauty of the scene*
"The Sahghdrdmas of India are counted by myriads, but this is
the most remarkable for grandeur and height/'1 From this descrip-
tion it may be concluded that the structure in the centre was the
original building, and that the rest were raised by royal benefactors
in course of time. This is of course evident from Yuan Chwang's
remarks that Sokraditya first built this convent, then Budha Gupta
towards the south, Tathagata in the east, Bdladitya in the north-east,
and Vajra and the Mid-Indian king in the north, raised other
edifices,2 Only the west, perhaps the entrance, was left alone,8
This description of the Nalanda mhara may now be compared
with the pen pictures of some other monasteries which Yuan
Chwang saw with his own eyes. Comparing them with some of the
common houses which he had noticed elsewhere Yuan Chwang
observes: "But the Buddhist monasteries are of most remarkable
arcMtectuxe. They have a tower at each of the four corners of the
quadrangle and three high walls in a tier. The rafters and roof
beams are carved with strange figures, and the doors, windows, and
1 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen Tsung, Life of Hiuen Tsiang, pp. III-I2.
3Hid., pp. no-ii.
8 For details about excavations on this site see A & L J?v 1924-25, pp. 82-86,